The Children’s Week national theme for 2021 celebrates the rights
of all children to choose their own friends and safely connect with others.
At Collingwood Toy Library we’re taking this opportunity to celebrate and
support the incredible resilience that children are showing as they adapt in
this difficult time of uncertainty and social isolation. We champion the role
of play in children’s development as they explore skills essential to safely
navigating friendships, like sharing, taking turns, cooperating, listening to others,
managing disagreement, and negotiating different ways of thinking about things.
While we are unable to welcome you into Collingwood Toy Library this year,
we hope that you will join us for a live webinar and also enjoy some fun,
hands-on informal play ideas from home to safely connect with families
and friends (see overleaf).
Supporting Children to Navigate Social Interactions
We’re excited to be hosting a live webinar in collaboration with
Live ar Dee Wardrop Speech Pathology Services. A speech pathologist will
in
Web
guide you through some top tips on how to increase your child’s social
awareness skills as they play with siblings and friends. You’re welcome to
bring any questions as the session will be informal with a Q&A at the end.

join us on Zoom at 10am on Friday 29th October
meeting ID: 809 123 8938 · password: C7DvvW

Useful links

Discover more about borrowing toys: collingwoodtoylibrary.net.au
Check out other Children’s Week events supported by the
Victorian Department of Education and Training: education.vic.gov.au/childrensweek
UN Convention on Rights of a Child: childrensweek.org.au/resources/rights-of-a-child/

Play at Home

Ideas to celebrate Children’s Week 2021
Borrow some toys and games from Collingwood Toy Library or use some
resources from home to explore this year’s theme through play.

Imaginative
or
Creative Play

Dress Ups
Dress up as a Vet, Doctor, Construction worker or a Pirate.
Set the scene for realistic play. Think about what you need
and what you do in your role.
Pretend Play
Set up a restaurant or shop at home. Be a chef or shopkeeper for
the day!
Create Music!
Make noise and create music with homemade and real
instruments. Think about the different sounds each instrument
makes and what it may sound like.
Share your play
· Get your family and friends to join in or perform for them.

Games with
Rules

Messy
Outdoor
Play

Board Games
Choose a board game, whether it be a family favourite or
something that you’ve never played before.
Consider whether a cooperative or competitive game would
best suit the group you are playing with.
Share Your Play
·C
 heck that everyone knows how to play
·D
 iscuss playing fairly and respecting the rules.

Paint the footpath
Make your paint and head outside to decorate the footpath
for others to enjoy.
Mix ¾ cup of water with ⅓ cup of cornflour.
Next, add ⅓ cup of bicarbonate soda.
Stir it up, breaking apart any clumps. Add food colouring dye.
Share your play
·S
 hare your messy play session with a friend via video
or take photos to send
·P
 lan some clues for a treasure hunt in the local park with a friend.

Don’t forget to share your
play with us by tagging the
Collingwood Toy Library
on your Instagram or
Facebook posts!

this Children’s Week event is presented by Collingwood Toy Library in partnership with the Victorian Government.

